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W
orking with First Program 
students for the past seven 
years as a guest teacher, 
Justin Greer has earned a 

full-time position as the Dance & 
Theater Specialist for Dalton’s youngest 
thespians. His previous work as an actor 
in Broadway musicals has evolved into 
his second career as an educator. Justin 

Greer is a veteran of nine Broadway 
shows, most recently in the run of the 
Broadway revival of Annie. He brings 
his experience as a musician, singer, 
dancer and actor to his dramatic work 
with First Program students. It is a 
proud characteristic of Dalton, that our 
visual and performing arts teachers are 
often working artists.

First Program’s theater and dance 
offerings emphasize personal expression 
while complementing curricular 
learning. The drama program allows 
students to view their academic subjects 
through the lens of the creative arts, 

In First Grade, the creative movement 
program deepens with an emphasis on 
audience building. Students begin the 
process of re-imagining stories through 
dance motifs. These stories include our 
versions of Where the Wild Things Are by 
Maurice Sendak and McElligott’s Pool by 
Dr. Seuss. Students also dramatize The 
Nutcracker through dance expression.

The Second Grade program focuses on 
musical theater. It is plugged into the 
social studies and language arts 
curriculum, culminating in a musical 
dramatization of a piece of children’s 
literature that centers on New York 
City. To prepare for this show, students 
explored ideas of jazz, using for 
inspiration “The Block” by Langston 
Hughes and Romare Bearden. An 
enthusiastic audience of parents and 
grandparents come to see this show. 

In Third Grade, students focus their 
attention to theater and writing. As a 
supplement to their regular creative 
writing, students explore alternative 
means of written expression. For 
instance, Mr. Greer works on character 
development in the context of each 
House’s archeology project, producing 
performing art pieces based on original 
poetry about self. He inspires children 
to reinvent their own fairy tales, 
creating new and imaginative versions 
of old standards.

simultaneously developing important 
life skills that will serve them throughout 
their lives. 

In Kindergarten, Mr. Greer uses the 
tenets of creative movement to exercise 
both bodies and imaginations – not only 
developing gross motor skills, but also 
providing students with an opportunity 
to interact with art and literature in new 
and compelling ways. Children 
physically act out poetry, math, art and 
literature with song, dance and 
movement, exploring, for example, the 
idea of “otherness” by breaking down 
gender stereotypes in fairy tales. 

Act, Dance & Sing on the Little Dalton Stage with    Justin Greer

Children physically act out poetry, math, art and 
literature with song, dance and movement, exploring, for 
example, the idea of “otherness” by breaking down gender 
stereotypes in fairy tales.

The First Program theater and dance 
offerings encourage students to utilize 
important life skills transcending the 
study of theater, music and dance. 
Students learn valuable lessons:  
responsibility for their actions; 
contribution to a team; and diligence 
and hard work towards a goal. In 
addition, application of curricula to 
something seemingly unrelated 
promotes problem solving skills. Some 
students work viscerally, while others 
respond to more imaginative work, but 
whatever the learning style, all students 
emerge by gaining confidence. As 
comfort levels vary, students who thrive 
in the imaginative find become leaders 
and set good examples, thereby 
improving self-worth and self-esteem. 
All students, regardless of ability and 
interest, hopefully feel a boost in 
confidence when completing any of the 
culminating experiences, because they 
have worked hard together toward this 
common goal.

Another important benefit includes the 
understanding of stillness, quiet, and 
calmness as excellent ways to begin any 
process or activity. Students are also 
encouraged to enunciate with volume, 
slow speed, clarity and expression in 
solo speaking. Altogether the First 
Program drama program is not only 
popular, but offers a plethora of positive 
learning. Next year Broadway!


